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Principal Jason Orin received notice that the Ohio’s State Board of Education has 
granted Louisville Middle School a 2017-2018 Momentum Award as well as an 
Overall A Award for student achievement on the school’s 2017-2018 report card. 
The Momentum Award is the State Board’s way of recognizing schools that 
received A’s on every Value-Added measure included on the Ohio School Report 
Card. As a Momentum Award winner, Louisville Middle School’s report card 
demonstrates a commitment to students’ success by ensuring students exceeded 
the growth expectations in English language arts and mathematics. As an Overall 
A Award winner, Louisville Middle School’s students demonstrated high academic 
performance on the 2017-2018 report card by earning straight A’s on all of their 
report card measures. 
“Receiving the Momentum and Overall A Awards are the direct result of the hard work and dedication of our 
teachers, staff, and students,” said Orin. “We couldn’t be more proud to receive these awards and share the good 
news of the great work happening in our building.” 
In a statement announcing the 2018 Momentum Award recipients, State Board of Education President Tess Elshoff says, 
“The State Board of Education is proud to recognize these students, teachers, administrators, and parents for 
their accomplishments and I also congratulate you on recruiting and motivating the high-quality leaders and staff 
needed to make this happen.” 

Louisville Middle School earns two 
State Education Awards

For the most up-to-date Louisville City Schools information, 
visit our website at www.louisvillecityschools.org 

#LeopardNation@LouisvilleCitySchools @LouisvilleSchls

The Louisville Rotary Club is looking 
for Host Families to participate in  
The Rotary International  
Youth Exchange Program
Imagine sharing the security and comfort of your home with a 
student who wants to come to America to experience our town 
and culture by attending our school.  Families with our past 
exchange students find the three-month commitment a life 
changing experience.  The exchange student or the Rotary Club 
provides health insurance, school fees, clothing, travel and social 
expenses.  If you would like to consider this cultural experience 
for your family, please contact Bill Wood at 330-284-4779, or 
Denny Valentine at 330-875-4689.  



2 PAW PRINTS Winter 2019

Financial News

Open Enrollment 
Louisville City School District provides Open Enrollment 
for students residing within the school district and for 
students from other school districts according to Board 
Policy 5113 and 5113.01. There are two types of Open 
Enrollment. The first, Intra-District Open Enrollment, 
allows students living in the attendance area for one 
elementary to attend the other elementary. For example, 
a student living within the boundaries of Louisville 
Elementary would ask to attend classes at North Nimishillen. 
The other type of Open Enrollment is Inter-District. Inter-
District Open Enrollment allows students from other Ohio 
school districts to be educated in Louisville City Schools. 
Each year, the Louisville Board of Education carefully 
reviews and examines the Open Enrollment of students 
within our schools and from other districts. The Board 
sets limits on Open Enrollment to insure the district does 
not exceed acceptable classroom ratios for students and 
teachers. In some cases, grade levels and buildings may 
be closed to new open enrollment students due to limits 
on class size. 
Intra-District Open Enrollment procedures include 
but are not limited to: 
1. Establishing capacity limits by grade level, school 
building and educational program. 
2. Requiring that students enrolled in a school building 
or living in the attendance area of the school building 
established by the Superintendent or the Board is given 
preference over other applicants. 
Intra-District Open Enrollment Applications will be 
available at both elementary schools February 22 through 
March 22, 2019. Applications must be completed and 
returned to the elementary building by March 22, 2019. 
Applications from students currently approved for Intra- 
District Open Enrollment will have priority for available 
slots. Additional placements will be granted based on space 
availability, using the date and time of the application 
submission. Bus transportation is not guaranteed for Intra-
District enrollment and parents must be able to provide 
daily transportation, if required. Parents who apply for 
Intra-District Open Enrollment by March 22nd will receive 
notice of building assignment by May 1st. 
Inter-District Open Enrollment Applications will be 
available at the Louisville Board Office, 407 E. Main Street, 
beginning April 4th through May 4th. New applications 
are processed on a “first come, first served” basis, with 
returning open-enrollment students and their siblings 
having priority over new applicants. The guidelines for 
new applicants are available on the district web site at 
www.louisvillecityschools.org or from the Central Office.  
Applications will be acted upon by the end June.
By law, transportation for Inter-District Open Enrollment 
students is not provided from their District of Residence. 
Please review the guidelines for additional information 
regarding transportation. 
The guidelines also provide information on registration 
and athletic participation. There are specific guidelines 
for students who are interested in attending kindergarten 
and kindergarten enrollment may not be determined until 
August 16, 2019.

Five-Year Forecast

In October, the Board of Education approved the District’s latest Five-Year Financial Forecast.  The 
forecast gives a snapshot of the District’s general operating fund for the remainder of the current fiscal 
year (FY2019) and presents projections for an additional four fiscal years.  As noted on the Revenue 
Surplus/(Deficit) line, you will notice that the District is planning to end the current fiscal year with total 
revenues covering total expenditures with an approximate surplus of $38,436.  However, beginning 
next fiscal year, the District is forecasting deficit spending as revenue projections are not keeping pace 
with expenditure projections.  A major factor for this is the fact that State revenue (the District’s major 
revenue source) is not growing for Louisville City Schools under the current State funding formula.  

As a planning tool, the forecast gives the Board of Education and administration important financial 
information which drives the decision-making process related to District needs and future operations/
programming. 

Revenue Breakdown

Definitions:

Real Estate Tax Revenue collected from real estate taxes levied by the District (includes 
residential, agricultural, business and other properties)

Public Utility Tax Revenue collected from personal property (equipment, etc.) owned and 
operated by public utility companies.

Unrestricted State Revenue collected from the State of Ohio based on the State’s school 
funding formula.

Continued on page 3



www.louisvillecityschools.org 3 PAW PRINTS

Financial News

Restricted State Additional revenue collected through the State’s school funding formula 
which are required to be used for specific purposes (career tech education 
and economically disadvantaged student services).

Property Tax Allocation Revenue collected primarily from the State of Ohio through the 
homestead and rollback program where the State subsidizes a portion 
of the property taxes due on behalf of the local taxpayers for qualifying 
properties.

All Other Revenues including, but not limited to, tuition, fees, investment earnings, 
rentals, donations, and refunds.

Expenditure Breakdown
Definitions:

Personnel Services Costs related to salaries and stipends for District employees.

Benefits Costs related to pension, health insurance, and Medicare for District 
employees and workers’ compensation program premiums.

Purchased Services Costs related to non-payroll related services including, but not limited 
to, utilities, tuition, service contracts, and liability insurance.

Supplies Costs related to general supplies, instructional materials/textbooks, fuel, 
transportation supplies and other custodial/maintenance supplies.

Capital Outlay Costs related to items have at least a five-year life expectancy including, 
but not limited to, land, buildings, ground improvements, equipment, 
technology, and buses/vehicles.

All Other Costs related to audit fees, leases, and other miscellaneous fees and dues.

Did You Know?
District/Financial

 Louisville City School District is considered a local 
government as a political subdivision of the State of Ohio.

 The District is audited by the Ohio Auditor of State’s office 
on an annual basis.

 The District participates in multiple cooperative purchasing 
programs to secure best pricing on many items including, 
but not limited to, copiers, paper, instructional supplies, 
custodial supplies, cafeteria supplies (including food), 
technology, buses, fuel, liability insurance, health insurance, 
and garbage removal.

 The District’s allocation of Federal funds for the current 
fiscal year is $1,149,535 which provide for special education 
services, disadvantaged student services, and other federally 
mandated specific programs. 

Maintenance 
• Our four school buildings have a total of 464,436 square feet 

which are cleaned/maintained by 22 custodians/maintenance 
personnel. 

• The District maintains 43 acres of grass.
• The District’s electricity cost was $459,079 for the four school 

buildings in calendar year 2018.
• Maintenance staff plow 712,127 square feet of asphalt in the 

winter. 

Nutrition Service
• On an average day Louisville serves 1,430 lunches and 1,220 

breakfasts.
• Currently 34% of students qualify for free or reduce meals.
• All nutritional staff members complete a combined 180+ 

professional development training hours each year as mandated 
by United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  

Transportation
• The District’s 28 drivers transport 1,447 students twice daily 

for a total of 1,834 miles.
• 42,000 gallons of fuel were used by the transportation 

department during the 2017-18 school year.
• The District transported students on 700 extracurricular trips 

equaling 33,932 miles during the 2017-18 school year.
• The average cost of a new school bus is $90,000.  The District 

needs to purchase a minimum of two buses per year in order to 
keep the fleet updated.

Technology
• The technology department supports over 3,000 chrome books, 

550 teacher/classroom laptops, 100 iPads and 120 desktop 
computers. 

• The District has 285 IP phones over four locations with four 
controllers and 250 security cameras in seven locations with 
eight servers. 

• Online state testing takes place in grades 3-10 with over 5,000 
online testing sessions each year.

• The District currently owns, operates, and maintains over 300 
interactive boards, 220 document cameras, 420 projectors, 120 
printers and 20 servers.
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At the event, parents can learn more about the district’s integrated preschool and enroll their 
children in the all-day every day kindergarten program.
The district will offer a variety of resources from community partners, agencies and organizations 
in order to assist families in preparing their child for school. Students enrolling will receive a t-shirt, 
yard sign sponsored by Once Upon A Child, tote bag sponsored by Stephen Fenstemaker, DDS and 
other fun gifts. There will be pictures with the Leopard mascot by Rick Black Photography, crafts 
and fun for children and giveaways, coupons and expert advice for parents. A school bus will be 
available so children can begin to become comfortable and confident prior to their first ride.
Children who will turn five on or before August 1, 2019, are eligible to enroll in kindergarten. This 
is a registration event for kindergarten at both North Nim and LES and an informational event for 
preschool. Students must live in the Louisville City School District.  
More information and a list of suggested items to bring to registration can be found at 
louisvillecityschools.org or by calling North Nimishillen at (330) 875-2661 or Louisville Elementary 
School at (330) 875-1177.

The Louisville Community Cupboard Trustees and 
volunteers have experienced another fulfilling year 
assisting our Louisville neighbors who struggle daily with 
food insecurities. 
Louisville Schools, including St. Thomas Aquinas, 
recently led massive food drives.  This “Can Vention” 
provided five thousand pounds of non-perishables, which 
were delivered through our doors by each school right 
before Thanksgiving and Christmas. What a boost for our 
food shelves!
The Louisville Varsity Football Team collected food at 
their pre-game bonfires, which provided approximately 
500 pounds of food for our shelves.  The boys did an 
awesome job donating and delivering just what we needed.
As noted, the efforts of many enabled us to make 
Thanksgiving and Christmas special for 195 families 
and their children.  Thanks to our volunteers, high school 
students and the constitution court girls we had plenty of 
helpers.
It takes the work of many to make a difference within a 
community.  The Louisville Community Cupboard thanks 
every one of you for your contributions small or large.  We 
wish you a healthy and happy 2019.

Hours of Operation (Doors open at 2 pm)
We are happy to accept any donations or plastic grocery 
bags during the hours below.
• Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church  

930 S. Nickelplate
• First Thursday of each month:  3 pm – 5 pm
• Third Thursday of each month:  3 pm – 5 pm

Drop-Off Sites
Edwards Jones Investments
1293 California Avenue Suite B
Monday thru Friday: 8:30 am – 5 pm    
Non-perishables welcome 
Consumers National Bank of Louisville
1111 North Chapel Street
Monday thru Friday: 9 am - 5 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Non-perishables welcome

Contact  
Numbers
330-704-7418 or 330-875-1320

Louisville Community 
Cupboard
Louisvillecommunitycupboard.org

Sally Samblanet, Director and Volunteer
Trustees:  Karyn Crislip, Lisa Crislip,  

Rev. Ralph Gibson, Kelli Harter, Steve Thomas
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Leopard Partners Business Advisory Committee
Louisville City Schools recognizes that the relationship between business and organizations and 
their local school systems can be enhanced by regular open-ended dialogue between community and 
educational leaders.

With this goal in mind, the Louisville City School District formed a business advisory committee, 
Leopard Partners.   The role of the Leopard Partners Business Advisory Committee as defined by the 
Ohio Department of Education is:

I.    To advise Louisville City Schools on changes in the economy and job market and the area in 
which future jobs are most likely to be available; 

II. To advocate for the employment skills most critical to business and industry and the 
development of a curriculum to teach these skills; 

III. To aid and support Louisville City Schools by offering suggestions for developing a working 
relationship among businesses and educators.

One Friday a month, 24 business men and women from throughout the county join members of the 
board of education and school administration for a meaningful hour of conversation centered around 
four topics.

a.    What is a dream you have for our students?

b. What challenges do business, industry and education face when pursuing and developing 
talent?

c.    What do you perceive are major challenges in public education?

d.    What do you perceive are major challenges in business?

Over the past months, the group has learned more about each other, the many opportunities provided 
to students, and needs of those in Louisville City Schools.  Together we are working to ensure that 
today’s students are better prepared to become tomorrow’s employees, consumers, and civic leaders.

Members of the Leopard Partners Business Advisory Committee are: Mr. Greg Anderson, Mrs. Jen 
Anderson, Dr. Donald Ball, Mr. Brian Beatty, Mr. Tony Begue, Ms. Tina Biasella, Mr. Ben Biery, Mr. 
Jason Buydos, Mrs. Jackie Clapper, Mr. Ken Clark, Mr. Larry Collins, Dr. Liz Edmunds, Mr. Ken Faye, 
Mr. Mark Gehring, Mr.  Allen Green, Mr. Bill Jeffries, Mr. Scott Jobe, Mr. George Kiko, Mr. Arden 
Lingenhoel, Mr. Adam Longacre, Mr. Donald Matthews, Mrs. Anna Minor, Mr. Dan Murphy, Mr. 
Derek Nottingham, Mr. Jason Orin, Dr. Jill Parrish, Mr. Todd Pugh, Dr. Brenda Ramsey-L’Amoreaux, 
Mr. Jeff Rich, Ms. Michele Shaffer, Mr. Ben Stoffer, Mr. Steve Thomas and Mrs. Karen Vrabec.

DistrictNews

Camp Invention® is returning to 
Louisville City Schools!
In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® 
(NIHF), Louisville Elementary School is pleased to offer 
the nationally acclaimed Camp Invention® program to 
children entering kindergarten through sixth grade. It’s 
an exciting, week-long summer adventure with lessons 
that explore connections between science, technology, 
engineering and innovation. Children work together to 
create solutions to real-world problems and build critical 
21st-century skills while rotating through several high-
energy, hands-on modules. The week begins on June 
17, 2019, with Monica Shadle serving as Director of the 
ALL-NEW 2019 program, Supercharged!
Here are how young innovators will be spending their 
time: 
• Exploring the electrifying relationship between 

frequency, circuitry, motors and gears through reverse-
engineering and rebuilding their very own remote-
controlled robot. 

• Unearthing hidden fossils then building ships and 
innovative equipment to embark on a research 
expedition to uncover more exciting information about 
their discovery. 

• Coding and programming robot, Bot-ANN-E, to take on 
duties and help turn a polluted wasteland into a fruitful 
farm and successful business. 

• Collaborating with the Innovation Force®, a team of 
NIHF Inventors turned action-packed superheroes, to 
design superhero gadgets and disguises, explore the 
fields of engineering and fabrication and take on the 
sinister villain, the Plagiarizer. 

Activities give participants the opportunity to explore, 
discover and achieve while having fun!
Local educators facilitate program modules and 
enthusiastic high-school students serve as Leadership 
Interns, ensuring that one staff member is in place for 
every eight children.
Location:   Louisville Elementary School,  

415 Nickelplate Street
Dates: June 17- 21, 2019
Time: 9:00am – 3:30pm
Directed by:   Monica Shadle,  

monica.shadle@lepapps.org   
(330) 875-7685  

Register using promo code INNOVATE25L to save 
$25 (expires 3/22) or PLAY15LISTING to save $15 
(expires 5/10) OFF $230. Every registration includes 
a complimentary Camp Invention t-shirt. Availability 
is limited, so visit www.invent.org/camp or call  
800-968-4332 to secure your child’s spot today! 
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Random Acts of Kindness
The Louisville City School District is incredibly 
fortunate to have the support of the entire Louisville 
community. This holiday season brought about many 
random acts of kindness that filled our hearts with 
hope and made the holiday season a whole lot brighter 
for many students and families.
• Two very wonderful gentleman, who wanted to 

remain anonymous, made monetary donations to 
the nutrition department.  The donations covered up 
to 500 lunches for students in our district. 

• The Family Support Specialist (FSS) organized a 
“Hoodies for the Holidays” giving tree at the high 
school. Donations from district staff members 
provided 25 LHS students with a hoodie and a gift 
card to a local fast food restaurant.  

• LMS held a food drive for the Louisville Community 
Cupboard, collecting over 2,000 items. Students 
formed a human chain passing the items along all 
the way from LMS to the Louisville Community 
Cupboard location. 

• At LHS students in the Key Club gifted 12 families 
with a complete Thanksgiving dinner.  

• LHS Student Council held a shoe drive in the fall 
and collected over 80 pairs of new and gently used 
shoes, socks and gift cards for students throughout 
the district.

• Give a Gift Get a Gift.  Staff members at LMS staff, 
donating to CARE team, were offered tickets to 
wear jeans for a day or leave early.  The $600 raised 
thus far is helping families in the district when needs 
arise.   

• Over 400 toothbrushes and toothpastes were donated 
from local dentist offices for children in need.

• Family Support Specialists organized a “Fill our 
Buckets” the week before Christmas, with staff, 
students and community members donating an 
overwhelming number of items for hygiene products 
for Paw Packs.

• Many local community members donated gas cards 
and money to help meet the needs of Louisville 
families.

• A teacher donated a 
washer and dryer for 
a family in need.

• The Family Support 
Specialist at North 
Nim was able to 
secure assistance for 
two students from the 
Ex-Newsboys organization and one family 
received cleaning supplies and basic need 
items from the Love Thy Neighbor program.

• The “Boutique” at North Nim offered 
students needing basic necessities the opportunity 
to “shop” for themselves and receive instruction on 
how to use the items they choose. 

• At LES, 46 families were provided items for 
Christmas, and 18 were provided a complete 
Thanksgiving dinner.

• Buffalo Wild Wings provided Christmas dinners for 
several families.

• Each week, 212 backpacks are sent home providing 
elementary and middle school students with 
weekend meals. Over $12,000 has been donated 
from individuals and businesses in the community 
for the Louisville Backpack Program.

• The Louisville Rotary donated over 100 coats, hats, 
and gloves to North Nim and LES students.

• Local Churches and businesses donated dozens of 
backpacks and school supplies.

• North Nim and LES families and friends raised 
$4300 for CARE team projects through a Texas 
Roadhouse fundraiser.

• North Nim and LES students donated over 1,000 
canned goods during Kindness Week.

• Nimishillen Grange donated jeans and sweatshirts 
for students.

• LES staff donated bags of groceries, socks, 
underwear, diapers, and clothes from the school’s 
Wish Wall.
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Special Programs Update

Preschool Screening 
WHO: Any parent that is interested in their child attending preschool at Louisville 

Integrated Preschool for the 2019-2020 school year. 
 And/or any parent that has a child that they feel may have developmental concerns. 
WHAT: A comprehensive team will screen your child’s development in the areas of:  
 • Speech/language  • Vision • Hearing
 • Pre-academic  • Motor Skills  • Vision
 • Social Skills
WHEN: Thursday, March 21            TIME:  TBD
WHERE: North Nimishillen Elementary, 7337 Easton St. NE, Louisville 44641 
WHY: All children should have access and exposure to a quality preschool experience in 

order to prepare them for kindergarten. 
HOW: Call the Special Programs Department at (330) 875-7602.  Once you have 

registered, someone will call you in early March to schedule a screening time. 
Parents will be asked to complete a developmental history / profile form on each child 
screened. The children will participate in a play-like setting with several other children for 
approximately 60 to 90 minutes.  Parents are asked to wait for their children. 
After the screening, an Individual Child Profile will be sent to parents with activities and 
resources that can be utilized by Louisville families.  Follow-up and referral services will be 
provided to families of any child in need of additional services. 
This screening is funded through Louisville City Schools as a service to the Louisville 
community.  Please call (330) 875-7602 to register or if you have any questions.

Adventure Club
Adventure Club is an afterschool group that 
was started this school year at LMS by teacher 
Mr. Josh Lingenhoel.  Students meet in the 
LMS Library from 3 pm to 5 pm on Thursdays 
to participate in a role playing game. The game 
allows students to feel empowered, engage in 
creative problem solving, and develop social 
skills.  Each session is designed to present 
students with challenges and obstacles that 
can have many solutions and give them an 
opportunity to cooperatively tell and craft stories with their peers.
The group game-play utilizes the fifth edition of the Dungeons and Dragons tabletop game system. 
The system provides the rules and mechanics for the games, while the students’ imagination 
brings each game to life. The club is available to all students and can be adapted for any age.  
There are some students who are not interested in being involved in school athletics or music 
programs.  The Adventure Club is a great way to get them to be a part of something and meet 
peers with similar interests.
If you are interested in learning more about Dungeons and Dragons and it’s value, Mr. Lingenhoel 
encourages you to take a look at Ethan Gilsdorf’s TED Talk on the subject “Why Dungeons & 
Dragons is Good for You (In Real Life).” John Arcadian’s TED Talk, “Tabletop Roleplaying 
Games as Social Practice,” is another good video presentation on the game.
Email joshua.lingenhoel@lepapps.org with inquiries. 

Integrated Preschool Classes
On December 13th, The Louisville Integrated Preschool classes held 
a Christmas Program for a packed gymnasium at North Nimishillen 
Elementary.  Loved ones watched as the students performed The Reindeer 
Pokey while wearing Rudolph noses and reindeer tails.  During another 
piece, the lights were turn off for a light show with the students moving 
glow sticks to choreographed gestures while singing the Snowman Freeze.  
Most impressively, the preschool students performed an alphabet song in 
which they recited each letter followed by a word that starts with that 
letter and the sound the letter makes.  Great job students and staff for all 
of the hard work put in to performing such an excellent show! 
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Louisville Basketball Travels to 
Quicken Loans Arena
The boys’ and girls’ basketball programs, along with the Leopard Cheerleaders, traveled to Quicken 
Loans Arena for an exciting day of basketball, team bonding and FUN! Both programs took on the 
Canfield Cardinals and lost close games in over-time.  The Leopards enjoyed a fun experience playing 
on the Cleveland Cavaliers’ court.
After the games concluded, both teams enjoyed some team bonding at BW3 and then the Cavs game 
vs. the Utah Jazz.  The arena was full of Leopards, and many of them appeared on the large screen at 
center court.  This was a great experience for all that were involved, and a special thank you to all that 
made this day happen.  Go Leps!

Athletic News

Boys basketball at the Q on January 4, 2019.

Cheerleaders at the Q January 4, 2019.

Girls basketball in a huddle at the Q January 4, 2019.

Tom & Kathy McAlister announcing at the Q.

Louisville Athletic Booster Club
The Louisville Athletic Booster Club supports our athletic programs by assisting in covering the 
expenses that are realized for all of our teams, including equipment and other costs that are not covered 
by the school allocated budgets. We purchase warm-ups, preseason shirts, and championship gear 
to recognize our student athletes’ achievements. We also provide pizza and cake for senior night 
celebrations.  
In 2018, the booster club contributed approximately $13,000 dollars across all Louisville athletic 
programs that included:
• L-screens for the baseball team
• Summer Tournament Fees and T-shirts for the girls’ volleyball team
• Summer camp and league fees for boys’ basketball
• Tent for girls’ cross country and track
• Nets and windscreens for girls’ and boys’ tennis
• Record boards for boys’ and girls’ golf
• Rubber dumbbells for the weight room
• Under Armour jacket and pants sets for girls’ basketball
• Leotards, warm-up jackets and pant sets for girls’ gymnastics
• Tickets for players and coaches on the basketball team to attend a Cleveland Cavaliers game
The efforts of our members not only support and raise funds for our athletic programs, but also build 
friendships that last a lifetime. Joining Booster Club is a great way to meet people in the community 
and help support all of our athletics. Our membership is free, and we meet once a month. We would 
love to have you as a member.  Feel free to contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,
Andy Walters
Booster Club President
lepsbooster@gmail.com

Akron Hope Project
The Louisville boys’ basketball program traveled to 
Helen Arnold Elementary to participate in the Akron 
Hope Project.  This is the fourth year the boys’ basketball 
program has participated in giving gifts and their time to 
the kids in this program.  Each young man in the program 
sponsored a child at Helen Arnold for Christmas and then 
delivered the gifts to the school on December 14th.
The team spent the day with these children in the 
classroom, at lunch and recess.  The day was a great way 
for our young men to give back and be a positive influence 
in young people’s lives.  The day concluded with lots 
of hugs and can be summed up as an overall great day.  
Thank you to all who participated and helped make this 
day possible for these young people!
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Weight Room Update
Cami Nau makes good use of the recently purchased elliptical 
that was delivered on December 21, 2018.  With this purchase, 
the weight room has now received $38,589 in weight room 
upgrades. Of the total, $28,000 came from fundraising and 
the rest from the Booster Club, Touchdown Club, and LHS.  
We are now 75% done with weight room improvements.

Louisville Schools Announces  
New Head Football Coach
Louisville City School District is pleased to welcome Louisville 
resident Jeffrey Twiddy Jr. as the new head boys’ football 
coach.
Named East Central League of Ohio Coach of the Year in both 2017 and 2018, 
Twiddy has spent the last four years as the head football coach at Meadowbrook High School, where 
he led his teams to three record-setting seasons and the school’s first-ever appearance in the OHSAA 
football playoffs.  He ranks 3rd in all-time coaching wins in the history of the school. Equally proud of 
his players’ accomplishments off the field, his 2018 team’s GPA was the highest in the state of Ohio.
“I am so pleased to be able to ‘come home’ and work alongside everyone who makes the Louisville 
football program a success,” said Twiddy. “I look forward to strengthening the partnerships with our 
youth program, parents, athletic boosters and touchdown club, and working with the coaching and 
teaching staff and administration for the benefit of our student-athletes. I feel extremely fortunate for 
the opportunity to be part of the legacy of this storied program.”
Twiddy is a 2001 graduate of Mogadore High School, earning a Bachelor of Science in education at 
Kent State University and his MBA at Walden University, MN. He has taught math for the last twelve 
years at Meadowbrook High School, McKinley High School, and Maplewood JVS respectively.  
“We are excited to have Jeff as part of our coaching staff,” said Superintendent Michele Shaffer. “I 
believe his passion for the community and commitment to his student-athletes will show in everything 
he does here at Louisville.”

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
Nomination forms due May 1, 2019

The purpose of the LHS Athletic Hall of Fame is to recognize men and women who have distinguished 
themselves in the field of Athletics while an Athlete, Coach, or Contributor.  Criteria and Nomination 
forms can be found on the leopardathletics.org website under the More tab, then Hall of Fame tab.

LHS Bench Press and Squat Lift-A-Thon 
WHEN: Saturday, March 2, 2019
WHERE: Louisville High School Weight Room
WHO: All Louisville High School Athletes
TIMES: Freshmen and Sophomores @ 9 a.m.     
 Juniors and Seniors @ 10 a.m.                                                     

• All Louisville High School student athletes are encouraged to participate regardless of sport or 
how much weight you can lift. All money collected will benefit the high school weight room 
for new equipment, and to help maintain what we have. 

• There is a $20 minimum required to participate.
• All participants will receive a Lift-A-Thon T-shirt.  
• Gift cards will be given to participants that bring in the most $.
• All lifters will get two lifts, and we will register their highest bench + squat.
• Trophies will be given to the best lifters for male and female in each grade. 
• You may register in the high school weight room. 
• All money must be turned in to Coach Henkel by March 8, 2019, in the envelope provided.  

This year’s goal is $12,000!
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IMPORTANT DATES
FEBRUARY
 9  ACT Testing at the high school .............8 am-noon
 14  Parent Teacher conferences ................... 3-6:30 pm
 15  Teacher Exchange Day – NO SCHOOL
 16  Hearts Dance at the high school ............... 7-10 pm
 18  President’s Day – NO SCHOOL
 21  Band Concert ..................................................7 pm
 26  Speech & Debate State Showcase Dinner ......5 pm
MARCH
 7   Cultural Fair ............................................... 6-8 pm
 10  Daylight Savings Time-Spring Forward
 15  All Star Event/Canned Food Drive ................7 pm
 16 Cross Country 5k Road Race .........................7 am
 21 Drama Club Performs “Grease” .....................7 pm
 22  Drama Club Performs “Grease” .....................7 pm
 23  Drama Club Performs “Grease” ........ 2:30 & 7 pm
 25-29  Spring Break – NO SCHOOL
APRIL
 5   District Art Show @ LHS Gymnasium
 9  Spring Choir Cabaret ......................................7 pm
 9  Speech & Debate “Big Questions Debate 

Tournament” ........................................... 3-9 pm
 11  Spring Pictures 
 13  ACT testing at the high school ...........8 am – noon
 13  Band Festival 
 19   NO SCHOOL
 23  Lip Sync Battle ........................................... 3-6 pm
 27  Junior/Senior Prom at LaPizzeria ............. 6-10 pm
MAY
 1  Spring Band Concert at the high school .........7 pm
 4  Mattress Sale, Band Fundraiser ............ 8 am-5 pm
 8  Senior Honors Assembly/ 

Hall Of Achievement Induction .................6 pm
 9  Spring Choir Concert .....................................7 pm
 16  R.G. Drage Awards Ceremonies  

at R.G. Drage ...............................8:30 & 11 am
 23  LHS Commencement Ceremony  

at Canton Civic Center ...............................7 pm
 27  Memorial Day Holiday – NO SCHOOL
 30 Last Student Day
  Report Cards Go Home

Louisville HigH scHool

Louisville City Schools to Hold  
6th Annual Cultural Fair
Louisville High School will host its sixth annual Cultural 
Fair on Thursday, March 7 2019, from 6:00-8:00 pm in the 
school’s Auditeria.  The family-friendly community event 
is free and open to the public.  Area residents look forward 
to its numerous cultural exhibits created by students 
and community members, varied ethnic food offerings, 
and delightful artistic entertainment. “The goal of our 
Diversity Club and this Cultural Fair is to help our students 
and community better understand cultural diversity and 
develop an appreciation for other cultures,” said LHS 
Assistant Principal John Twinem. 
This years’ key note speaker will be Bathi Kasturiarachi 
- Associate Professor of Mathematics: formerly the 
Associate Dean of campus (Kent State Stark) and is a 
leader in diversity around campus.  Under his leadership, 
the Stark campus established the Office of Global Initiatives and the Office of Multicultural Initiatives, 
as well as, multiple academic and student services programs around topics of diversity and inclusion.
The Diversity Club meets monthly with club advisor Beth Kasler to engage in activities and dialogue 
that will hopefully create an atmosphere where our individuality is not only respected, but treasured. 
The club aims to draw attention to issues of discrimination and bullying, as well as advocate for 
openness and inclusion.
“The Cultural Fair provides our students and community with the opportunity to experience and 
celebrate diverse cultures through personal accounts and real stories surrounding different histories 
and heritages,” said Superintendent Michele Shaffer. “Our goal is to encourage conversations that help 
us learn about our commonalities, as well as the uniqueness of individuals, and how these add strength 
to our communities, organizations, and schools.”
Guests can enter through Door #3 by the LHS attendance office.
For more information about the Louisville City School District, please visit louisvillecityschools.org.
Contact: John Twinem Beth Kasler
 Phone: 330-875-1042 Phone: 330-875-1438
 Email: john.twinem@lepapps.org    Email: Elizabeth.Kasler@lepapps.org

Students Learn in the Real World
The Graphics/Web Design class, taught by Mrs. Muniak, visited the LSI Graphic Solutions Plus 
Company at the beginning of November to learn more about the design industry.  The students gained 
a new perspective on how the Adobe programs they are learning are being utilized in the corporate 
design world.  LSI provided an in-depth tour where the students were able to view some of the 
equipment used to create the products, discuss different design programs with a few designers and 
viewed the impressive display room of customer products that have been produced along with learning 
about concept development.  In addition, the students have learned that not only does this company 
have clients in the United States, but also clients from all around the world.  From this experience the 
students have a better understanding that the computer programs and skills they are learning could turn 
into a potential career and perhaps at LSI.

Virtual Reality
Sophomores in Denise Mast’s Honors 
English class recently went virtual as a part 
of their study of the book Night by Elie 
Weisel. Using Virtual Reality goggles, the 33 students were 
able to visit the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum without 
leaving the library! Using the free app Google Expeditions, 
students toured the museum and its exhibits from their seats 
in the library, learning more about the devastating events and 
people affected by the Holocaust. 
The devices and goggles were purchased as part of an LSTA 
grant from the State Library of Ohio to create a Mobile 
Virtual Field Trip Lab. District librarian, Amy Keister, wrote 
the grant.  They are available in the LHS library for individual 
student use, or by classes for specific educational goals. VR 
makes field trips accessible when time, money and safety 
are issues. Students and classes can visit the International 
Space Station or the campus of The University of Akron. The 
opportunities available to LHS students using VR are, well, 
virtually limitless!
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Teddy
Teddy, a certified therapy dog, has been attending chemistry classes at LHS since early fall. On her initial visit, the two-year-old 
Golden Retriever had a positive impact on many students. Chemistry teacher, Denise Wright, decided to have Teddy join her 
in the classroom once a week. It quickly became two days a week, then three and is currently attending almost on a daily basis. 
Initially, Ms. Wright believed that Teddy could help students with school anxiety. However, Teddy has far exceeded those 
expectations. Ms. Wright was originally concerned that Teddy would be a distraction in her classroom. She suddenly realized that 
Teddy added a “calming effect” to the learning atmosphere. In addition to increasing self-esteem and decreasing anxiety, Teddy 
helps build friendships, reduce absences, and improve attention.  
Dani Carden, a student in Ms. Wright’s chemistry class, shared her thoughts regarding Teddy in the classroom. “Teddy makes me 
really happy. I can do my school work while being comforted with a supportive dog who keeps me calm. Teddy is the sweetest 
dog and gives everyone love. She gets along with every person she meets. Getting to interact with her automatically makes me happy!”      
A visitor in the building would be amazed at how well the students interact with Teddy and how well she interacts with the students. The kids enjoy seeing Teddy in the 
hallways. Smiles and laughter are shown on the faces of some students who would otherwise show little emotion. “Bad days” do not exist in Teddy’s presence! 
Teddy has received an overwhelming amount of support from administration, staff, and parents. Ms. Wright even opens her doors after school for all students and 
teachers to interact with Teddy.

Jo’s girls and bro’s 
Mentor groups 
The Louisville City Schools’ guidance counselors created the 
Lady Leopard Mentoring Program, also known as Jo’s Girls, 
in 2003 as a source to empower young women concerning 
their emotional and social health.  The counselors came up 
with the idea after hearing about the Ophelia Project.  The 
Ophelia Project, headquartered in Erie, Pennsylvania, was 
a national nonprofit organization founded in 1997 by Susan 
Wellman, a local educator and mother.  Inspired by Dr. Mary 
Pipher’s Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Selves of Adolescent 
Girls that detailed the struggles of girls growing up in today’s 
society. Wellman drew from upheavals in her own family to 
initiate an organization that has touched and changed lives 
throughout North America.  
Jo’s Girls is a club that consists of junior and senior girls who 
come to the Middle School to talk to and mentor our seventh-
grade girls about common issues that they may be going 
through at this time in their life. Some of these topics consist 
of body image, social exclusion, and conflict resolution. The 
High School girls visit our seventh graders three different 
times throughout the year. This has always been an exciting 
and effective group for both the seventh graders and the high 
school girls. The growth that these young ladies demonstrated 
through this club is so heartening and inspiring for all of us.  
Mrs. Andrews, one of the creators, has continued to facilitate 
this group and has after 15 years started to train junior and 
senior boys to work with seventh-grade boys as well.  
With the leadership of Mr. Tausch, the group of junior and 
senior boys, we call them Jo’s Bros “Huddle” mentorship 
group, are mentoring the seventh-grade boys.   These boys 
are working in small groups to teach seventh-grade boys 
to realize their potential and envision and prepare for a 
strong and productive future.  The mentors provide positive 
examples of manhood.  The first visit for the boys consisted 
of trust building activities and teaching manners, tying a tie, 
shaking hands, and how to treat women. 
The January meeting for both Jo’s Girl’s and Bro’s focused 
on social exclusion and conflict resolution.
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Muse Winners 
Three Creative Writing students, Justin Blyer, Kaylee 
Lewis, and Corrin Boland have had their writing accepted 
and published in the 2018-2019 edition of the University of 
Mount Union’s writing magazine, The Muse. The Muse is a 
showcase of short stories and poems from some of the best 
and brightest high school writers from Northeast Ohio. 

Justin Blyer  I was inspired to write my short story when 
I wrote a memoir in Mrs. Hofener’s Creative Writing class. 
I used my short story as a quick glimpse of what I wrote 
about in my memoir. I felt that it was fitting that I could 
write about a personal experience that could inspire readers 
to chase their dreams while battling through adversity. 

Kaylee Lewis   The topic of my short story occurred 
because Mrs. Hofener had assigned us a writing assignment 
about making an inanimate object come to life and give it 
personality. I thought it would be interesting to do a blade of 
grass so I began with a rough draft and worked out the spe-
cific details later on. Once I finished with the final product, 
I then had to present it to the class, putting emotion into the 
words of the writing and act it out.

Corrin Boland  I was inspired to write my short story 
when Mrs. Hofener assigned us a project where we had 
to use dialogue. I chose to have my main character be a 
twelve-year-old wizard who befriends a wolf that he brought 
back to life simply because I thought that would be cute. 
The wolf, Cage, was actually a character I already had made 
up, so I just decided to put him in the story for the fun of it, 
and it turns out that that was a good idea. The characters in 
the beginning, Optimist and Pessimist, were actually inter-
nal voices, with Pessimist being unsure whether to help the 
wolf, and Optimist absolutely wanting to help the wolf. I 
had a blast writing the characters’ personalities, and I loved 
writing about the world they lived in, even if it was just 
mentioned once or twice. But overall, I just wanted to write 
a cute and fun story about a little wizard and his new friend.

Student Council Shoe Drive
The Louisville High School Student Council recently 
held a shoe drive where they collected new and gently 
used shoes to be given to kids in need.  They collected 
over 80 pairs of shoes, socks and gift cards.  This is a 
great need for our students especially during the winter 
months.  Family Support Specialist throughout the 
district will have access to these shoes that are a variety 
of styles and sizes and will be able to give them to 
students that are in need.  
Our CARE Team initiative throughout the district is receiving so much support.  Seeing it come from 
our student body is something special.  These kids have impacted so many lives already and will 
impact more to come.  Our student council is doing great things!

The Louisville High School Varsity Singers recorded three holiday 
songs at Realgrey Records in Canton. This was a great experience 

for the students as it was the first time many of them had the 
opportunity to sing in a recording studio. They learned about 

overdubbing and some of the reverb editing that can be done to 
tracks. Their recordings will be available soon.
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IMPORTANT DATES
FEBRUARY
 11 Board of Education Meeting @ NN ...............7 pm
 12 Parent-teacher Conferences ................... 3-6:30 pm
 14 PTO Stupid Cupid Party ............................. 6-8 pm
 15 Teacher Exchange Day – NO SCHOOL
 18 Presidents Day – NO SCHOOL
MARCH
 11  Board of Education Meeting @ NN ...............7 pm
 14 Picture Day
 15 End of Grading Period
 19 PTO Meeting @ Library .......................... 6:30 pm
 25-29 Spring Break – NO SCHOOL
APRIL
 4 6th Grade Awards ...........................................1 pm
 5 District Art Show @ LHS Gymnasium
 5 8th Grade Awards Noon - 1 pm
 8 Board of Education Meeting  

@ R.G Drage ..............................................7 pm
 16 PTO Meeting - Library ............................. 6:30 pm
 23 LMS Musical Presented by Choral Department
MAY
 2 Spring Band Concert 7th/8th Grade ...............7 pm
 7 6th Grade Band Concert .................................7 pm
 13  Board of Education Meeting
 14 PTO Meeting @ Library .......................... 6:30 pm
 21 Choir Concert .................................................7 pm
 27 Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL
 28 6th Grade Awards Program .......................8:30 am
  7th Grade Awards Program ............................1 pm
 29 8th Grade Awards ......................................7:45 am
  Farewell Party ..................................11 am – 2 pm
 30 Cedar Point Trip
  Last Student Day
  Report Cards Sent Home

LMS Power of the Pen Team
This year, Louisville Middle School debuted its Power of the Pen team.  Students competed Friday, 
January 11, 2019, at the University of Mount Union.  Jessica Stewart, finished first out of all eighth-
grade competitors!  The Louisville team, under the leadership of Mr. Allen Meffan, eighth-grade 
teacher, took third place out of 23 schools from across the area.  The inaugural Power of the Pen 
team includes: Seventh Graders Alex Mohr, Rita Block, Kenna Gnes, Rebecca Bartsch, Georgia 
Mueller, Sydney Jackson, and Paige Folk; and Eighth Graders Jessica Stewart, Ali Kovach, Katie 
George, Alexandra Ivey, Josselin Jawalka, Arielle Dalpra, Claire Woodring, Luka Buydos, Kayla 
Bontrager and Marilyn Greathouse. Good luck to our Power of the Pen team as they advance to the 
Regional competition on March 1, at Malone University! Go Leps!

PTO Stupid Cupid Party
One of our popular events of the year is always our Stupid Cupid Party. At this party, the PTO has 
inflatables, DJ, food, photos and fun for all. The party is scheduled for Thursday, February 14, 
from 6:00-8:00 pm. Tickets will be on sale during lunch the week of the party for $7.  If you wait 
to purchase the ticket at the door, the cost is $10. All students must have a waiver form signed by 
their parents to participate on the inflatables.

LMS Academic Challenge team members:  (l to r) Zan Keister, 
Joseph Duncan, Garett Holleran, Rebecca Bartsch and Miranda 
Pitts competing recently against Alliance.  Our team has over 20 

students competing against middle school teams in our area.

On Saturday, January 12th, the LMS Wrestling Team 
placed 5th at the WABS Kaderly Classic.

Creative Writing Power of the Pen team takes Third at District.  Pictured from l to r: Katie George, Mr. Josh 
Nolen, Alley Ivey, Ali Kovach, Josselin Jawalka, Arielle Dalpra, Jessica Stewart, and Mr. Allen Meffan.

Jessica Stewart earned First overall at 
the University of Mount Union  

Power of the Pen.

Isabella Keister is one of 
approximately 65 LMS  

eighth-graders that begin each 
day at the high school for their 

foreign language class.
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LMS Students Honored at  
65th Annual Scholastic  
Art Exhibition

Eighth-grade Art 1 student Ayden Feller was recognized on January 26, 2019, at Kent State University 
Stark for his art work.  Ayden received a silver key at the presentation.  This exhibition was on display 
in the Fine Arts Building through January 30th.  There were more than 400 pieces of artwork from 
middle and high school students from all over Stark, Summit, Portage, Wayne, Tuscarawas, and Medina 
counties.  In addition to Ayden, two other eighth-grade students in Miss Katelyn Fullmer’s Art 1 class 
received honorable mention, congratulations to Addah Cooper and Kalli Spehar, too!

LMS Spring Music 
Performances
Our music department is gearing up for a very busy spring 
this year. Choir and band students are currently preparing for 
the solo and ensemble contest on April 6. On April 25, the 
vocal music department will present Alice in Wonderland. 
This production will use all members of the three choirs. On 
May 2, our seventh and eighth-grade bands will present their 
concert in the gymnasium. This concert is helping our eighth-
graders prepare for large group contest being held at Hoover 
High on May 10 or 11. On May 7, the sixth-grade band will 
be showcased, and on May 15, our choirs will present their 
spring concert. Be sure to check our website for more details 
regarding the performances. Our students always put on a 
fantastic show!

Ayden Feller is recipient of a silver key at the  
Regional Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.

Ayden Feller’s award-winning art.

Seventh-grade band members performing.
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Louisville Elementary Schools were pleased to 
offer Club Invention to students in Grades 1-3 
this winter, thanks to a generous donation from 
the Henry and Louise Timken Foundation.  Club 
Invention is an exciting after-school program 
where children participate in activities focused 
on creative problem-solving and innovation.  

The Castles, Catapults, 
and Coats of Arms 
program is being held 
at North Nimishillen 
Elementary for students in 
grades 1 and 2.  During the 
program, the students are 
able to explore medieval 
history, basic scientific 
principles, and hands-on 
creativity!  The students 
will explore the effects of 
Archimedes’ principle by 
sculpting clay boats that 
float across a moat while 
supporting cargo.  They will 
also be encouraged to apply 

science and engineering principles to the construction of a castle wall.  The students are participating 
under the guidance of North Nimishillen Elementary School kindergarten teacher, Joan Doolan.

Louisville Elementary first grade teacher, Cara 
Jones, is teaching the Bolder Builders program 
for third graders at LES.  Students are learning 
from an engineer, architect and builder, Archie 

Tek, to help rebuild a town devastated 
by hurricanes and earthquakes.  The 
students’ challenges include creating 
and testing various structures for 
strength and stability, designing and 
creating shelters for townspeople 
and building various animal habitats.  
Students will use inspiration from 
nature and the inductees of the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame. 

The Upstander 
Pledge of 
Kindness
I pledge to myself,
On this day, 
To try to be KIND,
In every way.
To every person,
Big or small,
I will help them if they fall.
When I love myself,
And others, too,
That is the best I can do.

Elementary Buildings News

LES & NN Students Continue 
to Show Kindness
Upstanders are working hard on our Service Projects.  This 
year at LES & NN our classroom meetings are centered 
around Kindness and helping others in our community.  
Each grade level is working hard on completing their acts 
of kindness and learning the importance of goodwill towards 
others. Also, along with our service projects, this year and 
hopefully to continue throughout the years, the students are 
making cards and crafts for our local senior-living facilities. 
There is a lot of Bucket Filling (kindness) going on at 
Louisville City Schools!

Family Reads Night 
Family Reads Night will be at North Nimishillen 
Elementary on Thursday, February 28th, from 6-7:30 
p.m. for all preschool, kindergarten, first, second, and 
third-grade students from both Louisville Elementary 
School and North Nimishillen Elementary School.  
Both schools will be brought together for an exciting 
night of reading activities.  There will be a bulletin 
board contest, book fair, face painting, guest readers, 
a cookie sale, and many more fun activities and 
opportunities.  Our theme 
this year is “Dr. Seuss.”  The 
students will also be challenged 
to keep track of the number of 
pages they have read at school 
and at home.  Happy reading!
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IMPORTANT DATES
FEBRUARY
 11 Board of Education Meeting @ NN ...............7 pm
 12 PTO Meeting @ LES ............................... 6:30 pm
 14 Valentine’s Parties LES
  Interim Reports Sent Home
 15 Teacher Exchange Day – NO SCHOOL
 18 President’s Day – NO SCHOOL
 23 Kindergarten Registration @ LES .........9 – 11 am
 25 Dr. Seuss Right to Read Week
 28  Family Reads Night (PS-3) @ NN ........ 6-7:30 pm
MARCH
 5  5th Grade Camp Parent Meeting .............. 6:30 pm
 5-7 Spring Pictures
 8 Yearbook Sales End
  Grade 1 Field Trip
 11  Board of Education Meeting @ NN ...............7 pm
 11-15 Original Art Works Sale (PTO)
 12 PTO Meeting @ LES ............................... 6:30 pm
 14 Upstander Classroom Meetings 
  4th Grade Girls Night Out
 15 End of Grading Period
 21-22 Celebrate Success (Inflatables) 
 21 2nd and 7 Program (Grade 3)
 22 Report Cards Go Home
 25-29 Spring Break – NO SCHOOL 
APRIL
 4 Upstander Classroom Meetings
 5 District Art Show @ LHS Gymnasium 
 8 Ohio State Testing Window Opens
  Board of Education Meeting  

@ R.G Drage ..............................................7 pm
 8-12 PTO Food Drive Week
 9 PTO Meeting @ LES ............................... 6:30 pm
 19 Teacher Exchange Day – NO SCHOOL
 26 Interims Sent Home
  Kindergarten Field Trip
MAY
 3 Grade 3 Field Trip (Akron Zoo)
 6-10 5th Grade Camp 
 8-9 Grade 4 Field Trip
 13  Board of Education Meeting
  Grade 3 Olympic Day
 14 Grade 4 Olympic Day
  PTO Meeting @ LES ............................... 6:30 pm
  Science Fair Night (Gr. 5) ..............................6 pm
 15 Grade 5 Olympic Day
 16-17 Olympic Day Rain Days
 21 Olympic Day Gr. 1 & 2
 23 Upstander Classroom Meetings
 24 Grade 5 Farewell Party
 27  Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL
 29 Grade 5 Graduation  ..................................9:15 am
 30 Celebrate Success
  Last Student Day
  Report Cards Sent Home

Students and Staff make a difference in their 
community during “Spirit of Giving Week” and  
“Fill the Bucket Week” at LES!!
Students, staff, and the families of LES recently participated in two weeks of service for their community 
by participating in a food drive for our local Louisville Community Cupboard, and a toy drive for the 
local Marine Corps Toys for Tots program.  
The week of November 27-30, LES stepped up and participated in the Stark County Hunger Task 
Force Canvention during Hunger Awareness Month.  Our goal was to collect over 1,000 items to 
match the number of students in our building.  Our wonderful students, staff, and their families did not 
disappoint.  During our “Spirit of Giving Week,” 1, 570 items were collected, which amounted to close 
to 1,500 pounds of food that was delivered to the Louisville Community Cupboard!  Our students were 
very excited to know that our first goal was accomplished, but realized they were not done yet.
During the week of December 3-7, Louisville students and staff also were 
called on to donate to the Marine Corps Toys for Tots program.  The goal was 
set to break the record of filling seven full boxes throughout “Fill the Bucket 
Week” at LES.  Once again, the LES family responded with nine full boxes of 
new, unwrapped toys that were picked up by retired U.S. Marine Corp veterans 
to contribute to Toys for Tots, and brighten someone’s holiday with a toy.  Goal 
number two was accomplished and students celebrated throughout the week 
with special dress-up theme days.  
These are just two of the many special service projects our students, along with 
staff members and their families, participate in throughout the year.  We are truly blessed at Louisville 
Elementary School, and we are so thankful for the loving, caring, community we have at LES. 

Louisville eleMeNtary

Fourth Grade, Serving Those that have 
Served Us
The fourth-grade students were very excited to participate in our Service 
Project this year. Students were asked to collect loose change for the month 
of December. These proceeds were used to help meet some of the needs of 
Veterans at the Freedom House in Kent. Our amazing students raised $725.00!  
We were able to help fourteen Veterans that lived in the Freedom House. Our 
money was able to provide these wonderful veterans with toiletries, food, and 
some clothing items.  We are very proud of all of our students for celebrating 
the holiday season by learning the importance of serving others, and also how rewarding it is to give 
rather than receive.

Spelling Bee
Louisville Elementary School held their spelling bee on January 24th 
to determine which 4th or 5th grader will be the school’s representative 
at the Canton Repository Spelling Bee at GlenOak High School on 
Saturday, March 2, 2019.  Twenty students showed off their spelling 
skills in front of friends, parents, staff, and administration in the school 
cafeteria.  After several rounds Dominic Castellucci came out on top 
spelling “against” correctly and Isabella Schmidt was the runner-up.  Isabella Schmidt and  

Dominic Castellucci
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LES Student Leadership Council Update 
The Louisville Elementary School Student Leadership Council has had a busy first semester.  The 
26-member team of fourth and fifth-grade students has taken the challenge to be service-minded 
very seriously.  They have made an impact especially in the area of peer tutoring where they have 
volunteered to help at the After-School Study Table run by Mr. Mark Adams.  The students also helped 
coordinate and carry out the canned food drive.  They helped pack and distribute bags for the weekly 
backpack program run by Mrs. Rhonda McQuilkin, while also collecting the donations for Toys for 
Tots.  Most importantly, the Leadership Team has been a clear example of what it means to be an 
Upstander here at LES.

Louisville eleMeNtary

Second Grade teams up with 
Aultman Hospital
For their service project, the second-grade students are 
working very hard to show kindness to others. They teamed 
up with our friends at Aultman Hospital and collected over 75 
goody bags to bring joy to the patients at the Aultman Cancer 
Center. As Kid President would say, our students have been 
excited to “make the world more awesome.”

Third Grade teams 
up with Lady 
Leopards for a 
Great Cause
The third-grade classrooms at the 
Louisville Elementary decided that 
they would correlate their service 
project with the Louisville High 
School volleyball team this year. 
Students created key chains, labels 
for water bottles, candy wrappers, and 
magnets.  Students sold these products 
on Friday mornings before school 
over the month of October. The third-graders raised $400.00 
selling their products. These students also took the time to 
make posters and signs for the Louisville volleyball team’s 
event, Volley for a Cure. The proceeds for the money raised went to the Josette Beddell Memorial 
Foundation which helps out local families battling breast cancer.

Mrs. Kruse’s Class 
helps out our Furry 
Friends
This school year, during our Upstander 
meetings, students decided on their own 
service projects.  Mrs. Kruse’s class wanted to help the 
Humane Society.  They are always in need of toys for 
the animals.  Students and families donated supplies 
and the students made two different dog toys out of the 
materials.  Students braided fleece and T-shirt material 
to make rope chew toys, as well as a toy that consisted 
of a water bottle tied within a sock.  Students made 
nearly 100 toys to donate to the local Stark County 
Humane Society. 

Kindergarten visits Stone 
Ridge Senior Center
On December 11th, the LES kindergarten students walked 
over to the Stone Ridge Senior Center to fill the hearts of 
others!  The students decorated their Christmas tree with 
homemade ornaments, passed out bags of hot cocoa mix, and 
spread the Christmas spirit by singing a few of our favorite 
holiday songs!! The kindergartners learned that showing 
kindness brings joy to everyone!

(l to r):  Logan Martin, Andrew Kennedy, Rachel Beltz,  
Aiden Moser, and Ava Waggoner.

Keeping Others Warm
On January 23rd, Louisville Elementary School held their 
6th annual “Make a Blanket” night. Third grade students and 
their families gathered at LES in the evening to learn how to 
make a fleece tie blanket. The families then made 1” by 3” 
fringe strips along each side. 
Students helped complete the 
blanket by tying the fabric 
together. The students were 
excited to make blankets that 
will keep a child warm. All 30 
blankets will be donated to the 
Domestic Violence Shelter.
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N. Nimishillen eleMeNtary

Winter and Snowman Stews 
The AM preschool class of Mrs. Jamie McDonald enjoy 
making winter and snowman stews within their classroom.  
The students have to pick up a card, identify the picture and 
object they need to find, identify the number, and count it 
out.  They love to “make stews” and have everyone in the 
classroom try their stew!

Leopard Leaders Board
If you happen to be walking through North Nimishillen Elementary School be on the lookout for our 
amazing Leopard Leaders Board.  Each month second grade students are challenged to work with 
a partner or team to come up with a design that promotes Character Education, Kindness, or Pride 
principles.  The students must create a blueprint of what their proposed Leopard Leadership Board 
message will say, what materials will be needed for the proposed idea construction, and submit their 
idea through the required submission process adhering to the monthly time line.  Each month a student 
idea is selected and the students work with Mrs. Joan Doolan to create, construct, and display their 
wonderful and very well thought out ideas.

Olivia Aller and Ayverie Meister

Logan Workman &  
Harper Hoover

Mylah Gonzalez &  
Annabella Miller

Peyton Wasileski &  
Ellen Cross

Kailyn Fasone

Mrs. Angie Elliott’s AM preschool classroom enjoyed hearing 
the story, The Mitten, by Jan Brett.  The children are using the 

pictures of the animals to re-tell the story. Super Street’s Class 

Brooke Wilcox preschool volcano Owen Neff preschool 1 to 1 correspondence
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IMPORTANT DATES
FEBRUARY
 7  St. Jude’s @ NC Skate Center
  Upstander Class Meetings
 11  Board of Education Meeting @ NN  ..............7 pm
 12  PTO at LES .............................................. 6:30 pm
 14  Valentine’s Day Parties
  Interims Sent Home
 15  Teacher Exchange Day — NO SCHOOL
 18  President’s Day — NO SCHOOL
 23  Kindergarten Registration Fair @ LES .....9-11 am
 28  Family Reads Night (PS – 3) ................ 6-7:30 pm 

MARCH
 8  Yearbook Sales End
 11  Board of Education Meeting @ NN ...............7 pm
 11 - 15 Original Art Works Sale (PTO)
 12  PTO at LES .............................................. 6:30 pm
 14  Upstander Class Meetings
 15  Grade 1 Field Trip
  End of 3rd Nine Weeks
 20  Spring Pictures
 21  Preschool Spring Screening
 22  Celebrate Success
  Report Cards Sent Home
 25-29  Spring Break — NO SCHOOL

APRIL
 4  Upstander Class Meetings
 5 District Art Show @ LHS Gymnasium
 8 Board of Education Meeting  

@ R.G Drage ..............................................7 pm
 8-12  PTO Food Drive
 9  PTO @ LES ............................................. 6:30 pm
 12  Preschool Stay ‘N Play Day
 19  Teacher Exchange Day — NO SCHOOL
 26  Preschool Data Day — NO STUDENTS
  Interims Sent Home
 30  Grade 1 Aultman Helmets

MAY
 3  Preschool Stay ‘N Play Day
 10  Kindergarten Field Trip
  Preschool Data Day – NO STUDENTS
 13  Board of Education Meeting
 14  PTO at LES .............................................. 6:30 pm
 17  Preschool Olympic Day
 23  Upstander Class Meetings
  Grade 2 to Metzger Park
 24  Preschool Graduation
 27  Memorial Day –  NO SCHOOL
 29  Olympic Day
 30  Last Student Day
  Report Cards Go Home

       Preschool Stay ‘N Play
A continued focus of our Little Leopards Preschool Program 
is to include our parents as partners on a regular basis.  In 
December, we partnered with our Louisville Elementary PTO 
and our students had a Stay ‘N Play Christmas Party.  The 
students created amazing gingerbread houses with a special 
family member who joined them at school.  Our students were 
excited to create, participate, and share during the holiday 
season.

Tayton Blanton and Dad Cambree Adkins and Mom Leo French and Uncle Joe French

Mrs. Neff’s PM Preschool Class

Fire Safety Visits
North Nimishillen Elementary School 
is pleased to team up each year with the 
Nimishillen Township Fire and Safety 
Departments to educate the students about 
fire safety.  The Township Department brings 
a number of safety vehicles and experts out 
to the NN school building and provide the 
students with hands on learning opportunities 
as well as question and answer sessions during 
Fire Safety Week.  A highlight for the students 
is visiting the smoke trailer and learning that 
it is essential that every family have an escape 
route planned for their family.  The Nimishillen Township Fire and Safety Departments provide fire 
safety hats, safety coloring books, and numerous other fire safety goodies for the children to take home 
and enjoy.  North Nimishillen students look forward to this visit each year – thank you!

Addyson Upperman Thatcher Carter

Grocery Store 
Class
Mrs. Angie Elliott’s AM preschool 
classroom are enjoying the class 
grocery store.  The children each 
make their grocery list, select their 
food items, and then make their 
“purchases” at the check-out counter.  
The students take turns acting out 
the roles of the shopper, cashier, and 
the bagger.
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Empowering Students + Engaged Community = Endless Possibilities

Calendar 2019-2020 loUisville city scHools

Parent Teacher Conferences
North Nim. — October 17 & 24, January 30 & February 6.  LES — October 17 & 24, February 6 & 13.

Middle School — October 8, November 25, February 20, April 7. 
High School — October 8 & 10, February 11 & 13.  All at the HS 3-6:30 pm

Calamity Day Make-up Schedule: 1st Day - June 1, 2020 with consecutive weekdays as needed. 

August 2019

September 2019
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June 2020
 S M T W T F S
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30

July 2020
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August
19 Waiver Day - No Students
20 Teacher Day - No Students
21 First Student Day - Gr. Kdg-6 & 9
21 Waiver Day - Gr. 10, 11, 12 only
30 No School

September
2 Labor Day - No School

October
11 Waiver Day
14 Teacher Exchange Day for PD -  

No Students
25 End of 9 weeks (45 days)

November
27-29 Thanksgiving Break - No School

December
2 Teacher Exchange Day - No Students
23-31 Winter Break - No School

January
1 Winter Break - No School
2 Classes Resume
10 End of 9 weeks (44 days)
 End of Semester (89 days)
17 Waiver Day - No Students
20 Martin Luther King Day -  

No School

February
14 Teacher Exchange Day for PD -  

No Students
17 Presidents Day - No School

March
20 End of 9 weeks (47 days)
23 Conference Exchange Day
24-27 Spring Break - No School

April

10 No School

May
21 LHS Graduation
25 Memorial Day - No School
28 Last Student Day
 End of 9 weeks (42 days)
 End of Semester (89 days)
29 Teacher Day - No Students
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 Teacher Day - No School Students

 First & Last Student Day

 No School

 Teacher Exchange Day for Conference 
Nights - No School

 Teacher Exchange Day for PD -  
No Students

 Waiver Days - 
No School Students

@LouisvilleCitySchools@LouisvilleSchls

@minor_anna

@TreasurerDerek

@LepsAD#LeopardNation


